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li city parking rules are in effect
Jonday and Tuesday.

ust for the hell of it, let’s puta
positive spin on the fare and
toll hikes hitting commuters
Monday. You might get bet-
ter bus service for the addi-
tionalshekelsyou're spending.

The MTA finally hasa promising
new weapon against “bus bunch-
ing,” the top source of frustration
for millions of above-ground
straphangers.

Withthe click ofamouse,
dispatchersusing
BusTrek technol-
ogyinsatellite
command
centerscan
quicklyidentify
busestraveling
tooclosetoeach
other.

Dispatchers canthenradio
individual drivers and direct them
totake correctiveaction.

Sure, it’s geeky. I's abehind-the-
scenestransitmanagementtool, a
computer software program that
the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority developedin conjunc-
tionwith City College.

Itbuilds offthe MTA’s successful
BusTime, a digital, GPS-based
systemthatenablesridersto get
real-time businformation onthe
Internet,a smartphone or viatext
message. BusTrek could goalong
way towards improvingbus service
and curbside quality oflife .

“Iwould saybusbunchingis
New Yorkers’ No. 1 complaint,”
said Gene Russianoff, transit guru
with the Straphangers Campaign.

ON THE SUBWAYS

“Isthere anythingworsethan
waiting for a half-hourforabus only
tohavethreearriveinapack?”
Computertracking should greatly
reduceit, hesays.

BusTrekisupand runningin
StatenIsland and the Bronx. It will
goonlinein the otherboroughsby
theend of the year, MTA Bus
President Darryl Irick, a former
driverand dispatcher, said.

Busbunching oftenresults from

traffic, construc-

tion orsome
I]E'I'E eventthatslows
downabusand
m]N“H“E causesothers
behinditto catch

up. It'smore
prevalentin
Manhattan but
happens everywhere and always
has. ‘

“When Iwasa dispatcher, up
untilnow, youcouldn’tbe too
strategic,” Irick said. “Youstoodon
acornerwithatallybook and the
informationyou haveis very limit-
ed. Youbasicallyare trying to
manageservice based onwhatyou
see—thebusthatisfrontofyouand
thebusthatjust passed. BusTrek
allows supervisors to see the entire
universein terms of ourbusesand
theirlocation.”

Individual routesstretch and
bendformiles. Some onlyhaveone
on-the-streetdispatcher between
the end points. Some dor’'thave any.

Atthe West Farms bus depotin
the Bronx, BusTrek dispatchers
monitor more than 900buses. The
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iconson digitalmaps are color-cod-
ed:blue denotesabusthat’son
schedule; red means abusisfar
fromthe busup ahead;black means
i’sbunched.

Atadispatcher’sfingertipsisa
trove of useful information: the bus
number; how many minutesitis off
schedule; how manyminutes’
cushiontime isbuiltinto the sched-
ule; howmuch ofthat extra time has
beenused up by delays; the driver’s
identification number, and when
the driverisscheduledtotakea
breakor gohome.

So,you’re payingmoretoride
today, butas the MTA expandsand
getsmore experienced with Bus-
Trek, there maywell be fewer
instances of buses movingabout the
citylike lumberingherds of ele-
phants. ]
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Mitt: Too ba
for you I los

MITT ROMNEY admits
bungled his bid for t
White House — but he has
stopped tossing campaig
style mud at Preside
Obama.

In his first TV intervii
since his defeat, Romn
copped to numercus ca:
paign failures. Those incly
ed his inability to effectivi
appeal to Latinos a
blacks, and shooting hims
in the foot by calling “47¢
of Americamoochers.

Romney criticiz
Obama for playing for poli
cal gain in the fight over §
billion in automatic budy
cuts. “Nero is fiddling,”
said on “Fox News Sunday
comparing Obama to t
Roman emperor who lege
darily fiddled as Ro
burned. John Lauing

Lend hand fo

-storm: Chuc|

THOUSANDS OF Hur
cane Sandy victims cot
face foreclosure becau
the grace period banksga
them on their mortgages
running out, Sen. Chu
Schumer warned Sunday

Schumer called
banks to extend the thre
to six-month mortgage ho
days they issued aff
Sandy, allowing homeow
ers to postpone paymer
without latefees.

“These victims of t
storms were spending all
their resources on repairi
their homes. . .. They sii
ply had nothing left in t
bank for mortgage pe
ments,” Schumer said.

Erin Durl

Trooper knife

A STATE TROOPER w
stabbed in the face a
neck by a homeless man i
side the state Capitol co!
plex in Albany Sund:
copssaid.

Trooper Rodney Smi
was attacked with akitch
knife in the Empire St:
Plaza, a concourse linki
state Capitol buildings.

The  assailant  stc
Smith’s police radio a
fled, said cops. He was si
at large Sunday nig
Smith was expected to st
vive. _ KennethLow

Monday, March 4, 2013 Vol. 94 — Ne, 252.
®2013 Daily News L.P. All rights reserved. The Daily
News (USPS 144-380) is published daily by the Daily

Imias ek Dlama Kimas Marl MV 1AANA



