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ust for the hell ofit, let's puta

positive spin on the fare and

toll hikes hitting commuters

| Monday. You might get bet-

ter bus service for the addi-
tional shekels you're spending.

The MTA finally has a promising
new weapon against “bus bunch-
ing,” thetop source of frustration
for millions of above-ground
straphangers.

Withthe click ofamouse,
dispatchersusing
BusTrek technol-
ogyinsatellite
command
centers can
quicklyidentify
busestraveling
tooclosetoeach
other.

Dispatcherscanthenradio
individual drivers and direct them
totake corrective action.

Sure, it’s geeky. I'sabehind-the-
scenestransit managementtool,a
computersoftware program that
the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority developed in conjunc-
tion with City College.

It builds offthe MTA’s successful
BusTime, a digital, GPS-based
system that enablesridersto get
real-timebusinformation onthe
Internet, asmartphone orviatext
message. BusTrek couldgoalong
waytowardsimprovingbus service

- and curbside quality of life.

“I'would saybus bunchingis
New Yorkers’ No. 1 complaint,”
said Gene Russianoff, transit guru

“Isthereanything worse than
waitingfor a half-hourforabusonly
tohavethreearriveinapack?”
Computer trackingshould greatly
reduceit, he says.

BusTrekisup and runningin
Staten Island and the Bronx. Itwill
go onlinein the other boroughs by
the end ofthe year, MTA Bus
President DarrylIrick, aformer
driverand dispatcher, said.

Bus bunching often resultsfrom

traffic, construc--
tion orsome
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eventthatslows
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downabusand
causesothers
behindittocatch
up. It'smore
prevalentin
Manhattanbut
happenseverywhere and always
has.

“When I wasadispatcher, up
untilnow, you couldn’tbetoo
strategic,” Irick said. “Youstood on
acomerwithatallybook and the
information you haveis verylimit-
ed. Youbasicallyare trying to
manage setvice based on whatyou
see —thebusthatisfrontofyouand
thebusthatjust passed. BusTrek
allowssupervisorsto seethe entire
universeinterms of ourbusesand
theirlocation.” :

Individual routesstretch and
bend formiles. Some onlyhave one
on-the-streetdispatcher between
the endpoints. Some don’thaveany.

Atthe West Farmsbus depotin
the Bronx, BusTrek dispatchers

Base fare $2.50
Single-ride _$2 75
30-day card - $112 |
7-daycard $.30 i
- Most brldges
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icons on digital maps are color-cod-
ed:blue denotesabusthat’son
schedule;red means abusis far
fromthe busup ahead; black means
it’sbunched.

Atadispatcher’sfingertipsisa
trove ofusefulinformation: the bus
number; how many minutesitis off
schedule; howmany minutes’
cushiontimeisbuiltinto the sched-
ule; how much ofthatextra time has
been usedup by delays; the driver’s
identification number, and when
the driverisscheduled totakea
break orgohome. :

So,you're payingmoretoride
today, butasthe MTA expandsand
gets more experienced with Bus-
Trek, there may well be fewer
instances of buses moving about the
citylike lumbering herds of ele-
phants.

with the Straphangers Campaign. monitor morethan 900buses. The pdonohue@nydailynews.com
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Mitt: Too bad
for you | lost

MITT ROMNEY admits he
bungled his bid for the
White House —buthe hasn’t
stopped tossing campaign-
style mud at President
Obama.

In his first TV interview
since his defeat, Romney
copped to numerous cam-
paign failures. Those includ-
ed his inability to effectively
appeal to Latinos and
blacks, and shooting himself
in the foot by calling “47%”
of Americamoochers.

Romney criticized
Obama for playing for politi-
cal gain in the fight over $85
billion in automatic budget
cuts. “Nero is fiddling,” he
said on “Fox News Sunday,”
comparing Obama to the
Roman emperor who legen-
darily fiddled as Rome
burned. John Lauinger

Lend hand for
storm: Chuck

THOUSANDS OF Hurri-

. cane Sandy victims could

face foreclosure because
the grace period banks gave

- them on their mortgages is
| running out, Sen. Chuck

Schumerwarned Sunday.
Schumer called on
banks to extend the three-
to six-month mortgage holi-
days they issued after
Sandy, allowing homeown-
ers to postpone payments
without late fees. .
“These victims of the '
storms were spending all of
their resources onrepairing
their homes. ... They sim-
ply had nothing left in the
bank for mortgage pay-
ments,” Schumer said.
Erin Durkin

Trooper knifed

A STATE TROOPER was
stabbed in the face and
neck by a homeless man in-
side the state Capitol com-
plex in Albany Sunday,
copssaid.

Trooper Rodney Smith
was attacked with akitchen -
knife in the Empire State
Plaza, a concourse linking

" state Capitol buildings.

The assailant stole
Smith’s police radio and
fled, said cops. He was still
at large Sunday night
Smith was expected to sur-
vive. Kenneth Lovett
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